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Independent School FISA Associations 
Stage 2 - Education Restart Planning 
August 10, 2020 
Purpose: 

• FISA’s five member associations are requested to use this template to submit their association-
level operating plans to the Ministry of Education for 2020-21 Stage 2 restart plan. 

Note: 
• There are two Independent School Sector Education Restart Planning Templates. 
• Independent Schools – Education Restart Planning Template 

o The Ministry is asking that all independent schools to complete this template (with the 
exception of First Nation independent schools and independent schools that have a 
Distributed Learning Agreement with the Ministry of Education and offer exclusively 
online programs) to submit their high-level operating plan for expanded in-class 
instruction starting on September 8, in line with Stage 2 of BC's Education Restart Plan. 
FISA member schools will submit to their appropriate association’s head and FISA non-
member schools will submit to the Ministry of Education. 

• Independent School Associations Education Restart Plan 
o FISA’s member associations and local diocesans are requested to use this template to 

submit their association-level operating plans to the Ministry of Education for 2020-21 
Stage 2 restart plan. 
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Process (FISA Associations and FISA Member Schools): 
• FISA associations and local diocesans should: 

o Receive and keep a copy of each member school’s Independent Schools – Education 
Restart Planning Template. FISA Associations may collect the same data (from the 
Ministry-provided fillable pdf) using another format. However, they must ensure the 
data collected is the same and that school level data is available to the Ministry in case a 
more detailed review of an individual school’s response is necessary.  

o FISA Associations and local diocesans should collect each individual member school’s 
Health & Safety Plan and keep it on record while also using the attached Appendix A to 
confirm for the Ministry that each member school’s Health & Safety Plan aligns with the 
Public Health Guidance for K-12 Schools and WorkSafeBC. 

o Use their member schools’ plans to develop an association level summary report (using 
the included Ministry’s fillable pdf document “Independent School Associations 
Education Restart Plan”) describing how their member school authorities are restarting 
the 2020-21 school year at Stage 2 , including Appendix A which list each association’s or 
diocesan’s member schools responses to specific questions. 

• All summary reports are due to the Ministry by 5:00pm, Tuesday, August 25, 2020. Submit 
reports via email to EDUC.independentSchoolsOffice@gov.bc.ca. 

• Associations and diocesans making summary submissions are: 
o Association of Christian Schools International (ACSIBC) - Philip_Hills@acsi.org; 
o Associate Member Society of FISABC (AMS) - marina@fisabc.ca; 
o Catholic schools in BC, as represented by each of 5 dioceses: 
 Archdiocese of Vancouver (CISVA) - superintendent@cisva.bc.ca; 
 Catholic Independent Schools Nelson Diocese (CISND) - superintendent@cisnd.ca; 
 Catholic Independent Schools Kamloops Diocese (CISKD) - superintendent@ciskd.ca; 
 Catholic Independent Schools Diocese of Victoria (CISDV) - bpulyk@cisdv.bc.ca; 
 Catholic Diocese of Prince George (CISPG) - cis@cispg.ca; 

o Independent Schools Association of BC (ISABC) - elizabeth.moore@isabc.ca; and 
o Society of Christian Schools in BC (SCSBC) - ed.noot@scsbc.ca
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Completing and Submitting: 
• Download the fillable PDF document.  

o Note: This is not a web-based document and you cannot complete it online.  
• Complete this PDF fillable form after the download and save as such.  
• DO NOT save as a flat PDF, the PDF fillable fields must still be accessible.  
• DO NOT physically print and scan this document.  
• Submit this template as a PDF file using the following document naming and email subject line 

convention:  
 “Independent School Associations Education Restart Plan - <Association Name>” 

• Accompanying this template is an Excel document that associations are requested to complete 
and submit using the following document naming and email subject line convention:  

“Appendix A - Independent School Associations Education Restart Plan - <Association Name>” 

• Any additional documents to be submitted in support of this template should be named and 
submitted in the same manner, changing the letter name of appendix, e.g.  

“Appendix B - Independent School Associations Education Restart Plan - <Association Name>” 

• Email the completed PDF form and attachments to the Ministry of Education at: 

EDUC.IndependentSchoolsOffice@gov.bc.ca 

*DEADLINE for ASSOCIATION SUBMISSIONS: 5:00pm, Tuesday, August 25, 2020
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Section 1: Contact Information 
   

 a) Name of FISA Association: Click here to enter text.  

  
 

 b) Association Contact Name: Click here to enter text.  

  
 

 c) Association Contact Position: Click here to enter text.  

   
 

 d) Association Contact E-mail: Click here to enter text.  

   
 

 e) Association Contact Phone Number: Click here to enter text.  
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Section 2: Health and Safety 
   

 a) Do all your member school have an updated health and safety plan that implements the 
Public Health Guidance for K-12 Schools and WorkSafeBC? 

 

  ☐Yes ☐No Record school level responses in Appendix A.  

   

 b) Have all your member schools declared their anticipated 2020/21 school year start date?  

  ☐Yes ☐No Record school level responses in Appendix A.  

   

 c) Provide a summary of the updates made to your member schools’ plan in the following 
areas: 
 Cleaning and disinfecting; 
 Physical distancing strategies; 
 Hand hygiene; 
 Personal protective equipment for students and staff (including re-useable masks); 
 Symptom assessment and illness policies/procedures; 
 Improvements to school ventilation systems, if required; and 
 Student transportation on buses; 

 

   

 

 

Click here to enter text. 
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 d) Outline the schedule for health and safety training and orientation of school staff, 
including new employees and staff who work at multiple sites and/or across multiple 
cohorts in a school (e.g. counsellors, learning assistants, prep teachers, Education 
Assistants, etc.) 

 

   

 

 

Click here to enter text. 
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Section 3: Learning Groups 
  

 
 

 a) Provide examples of how your member schools’ approach to the implementation of 
learning groups in schools and during non-instructional time. 
 Outline any shifts in curriculum, course access, or course scheduling, as well as actions 

taken to mitigate the impacts to students of any changes and ensure equity. 

   

   

 

 

Click here to enter text. 
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 b) How are your member schools organizing their workforce to balance the delivery of 
instruction for the learning groups and physical distancing strategies for adults who are 
interacting with cohorts? 
 Staff who work at multiple sites (on call, itinerant, etc.);  
 Staff who work across multiple cohorts in a school (e.g. counsellors, learning assistance, 

prep teachers, EAs, teacher-librarians, etc.) 

 

   

 

 

Click here to enter text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 c) Do all your member schools have a plan in place to ensure continuity of learning if the 
school is required to switch stages and for any students who need to self-
isolate/quarantine? 

 

  ☐Yes ☐No Record school level responses in Appendix A.  
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Section 4: Students with Diverse Abilities/Disabilities 
   

 a) In alignment with the Equity and Inclusion Guiding Principles, describe how is your school 
planning for students with diverse abilities/disabilities ensuring students and 
communicating to parents on the following, ensuring students will: 
 Be able to attend school full time or have a plan to ensure supports and learning 

continue if a student needs to learn at home; 
 Have access to the necessary health and safety supports; 
 Continue to receive supports and services as identified in their IEP, including 1:1 

supports; and 
 Not be grouped in segregated settings as part of the establishment of cohorts. 

 

   

 

 

Click here to enter text. 
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Section 5 Communication and Engagement 
a) Do all your member have communication plans?

☐Yes ☐No Record school level responses in Appendix A.

Section 6: Engagement with Indigenous People 
a) In developing the Stage 2 plan, are your member school currently engaging with

Indigenous peoples and is there a plan in place for ongoing engagement? If Yes, provide
examples below.
☐Yes ☐No ☐N/A Record school level responses in Appendix A.

Click here to enter text. 
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b) Did your member schools consult with local First Nations rights holders in developing their
plans – particularly First Nations with whom the school has a Local Education Agreement
and first Nations with students in the school? If Yes, provide examples below
☐Yes ☐No ☐N/A Record school level responses in Appendix A.

Click here to enter text. 

c) Did your member school’s make any modifications to their school’s plan based on
feedback from Indigenous partners and/or local First Nations? If yes, provide examples
below.
☐Yes ☐No ☐N/A Record school level responses in Appendix A.

Click here to enter text. 
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Section 7: Unions 
a) Did your member school’s consult with local unions in developing the school’s plan? If Yes,

provide examples below.
☐Yes ☐No ☐N/A Record school level responses in Appendix A.

Click here to enter text. 

Section 8: Parents, Guardians, and Caregivers 
a) Did your member school’s engage with parents, guardians, and caregivers in developing

their Stage 2 Plan?
☐Yes ☐No Record school level responses in Appendix A.

Click here to enter text. 
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Section 9: Transportation 
a) Do your member school’s have transportation arrangements to get all students, including

First Nations and students with diverse abilities/disabilities, to school?
☐Yes ☐No ☐N/A Record school level responses in Appendix A.

Click here to enter text. 
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	1a: Catholic Independent Schools Prince George
	1b: Chris Dugdale
	1c: Superintendent
	1d: cis@cispg.ca
	1e: 250-964-5642
	2a_choice: Yes
	2b_choice: Yes
	2c: The 8 CISPG schools in the Diocese of Prince George will carry out the following:
enhanced cleaning and disinfecting with redeployed staff  and increased hours to custodial staff to ensure high touch point surfaces are disinfected throughout the day and deeper cleaning will take place at the end of each school day. Several schools have invested in Electrostatic Sprayers and wall mounted hand sanitizers have been placed at entry doors to the schools and classrooms.
Posters reflecting physical distancing protocols are strategically placed in all schools.  Directional arrows and signs as well as floor markings are being used for visual reminders. Where possible entrance and exit doors are separate as well and staircases will be used for one direction only.
Hand hygiene will be paramount in the daily procedures before and after entry as well as the usual meal/snack times and after using restrooms.
A variety of masks and shields (disposable & reusable) have been purchased for staff and students as required.  In the case where physical distancing is not an option the use of masks will be mandatory.  Gloves will be used when touching a student is necessary (e.g. providing first aid).
Where applicable HVAC filters have been changed and maintenance to ensure flow and efficiency has been performed.  With the age of our schools and the use of boilers HVAC is not installed so where weather permits, windows will be opened for air flow.
3 of our 8 schools have busing, 2 partner with the local school districts and follow their policies.
Students at Notre Dame and St. Joesph's schools have the option of riding School District 59 & 54 buses; their rules will be communicated and followed. Summary of their plans:
They plan to provide regular busing.  Grade 5 and up will have to wear masks and sanitize their hands before boarding. They will not be transporting instruments/sports gear from home to school/school to home unless they fit in back packs.
St. Anthony's runs their own bus, it has a seating capacity of 72 with only 35 registered riders for the upcoming school year. The same rules as above will be applied and the bus will be sprayed with the Electrostatic sprayer twice per day after each run.
	2d: School restart and WorkSafe plans will be shared in advance by email with all staff.
In person training and orientation will take place prior to September 9th in all schools with all teaching and support staff in attendance including possible TOC's or EA coverage individuals.  Where occasional staff are used that have not received the formal training and orientation, this will take place one on one prior to commencing work in the schools.
Specialty teacher and any staff that work with more than one cohort will maintain 2 meters distance when interacting with multiple learning groups
There are two instances in two schools where a staff person works in more than one location these teachers will maintain 2 meters distance with each class and the use of masks will be a personal choice.
Where staff numbers warrant a WCB Health and Safety committees will be enlisted to ensure measures are working, they will recommend necessary changes to ensure the safety of all staff and students.
	3a: Schools have based their cohorts accordingly to meet the Ministry guidelines set, depending on the building structures and actual number of students who return.
Varying schedules for arriving and departing school has been set to meet the needs of each location, these include staggered entry and separate entrances.
Break times for recess and lunches will also be set by cohorts allowing specific assigned areas in the school yard for cohorts to have their breaks.  The assigned areas will rotate to ensure that students have access to play structures, hoops and field use.  This will allow equal access to all students throughout the week.
	3b: Staff that work across multiple cohorts / schools, or who work on call, will practice physical distancing with all students / staff and will wear a mask when physical distancing is not possible. 

Educational Assistants, will work within one cohort as much as possible. They will also travel with their cohorts throughout the school to non-enrolling teachers so that an adult can be of closer assistance to students if necessary. 

Educational Assistants who have times when they work across a cohort will need to maintain physical distancing, and wear a mask when physical distancing is not possible. 

	3c_choice: Yes
	4a: In Stage 2 of the Return to School plan, students with diverse abilities will be supported through face-to-face instruction in the school building. Students will be placed in learning cohorts and will practice all safety protocols: hand hygiene, physical distancing strategies and use of personal protective equipment when necessary. If students require 1:1 support from an Educational Assistant, they will receive this in a safe manner, from an EA that is preferably within their Learning Cohort. If this is not possible due to staff absence, an EA will be provided but if they are from outside their cohort, they will need to practice physical distancing / wear a mask. In this event, the parents / guardians will be notified as soon as possible in order that any foreseeable difficulties can be discussed.
 In the event of a possible return to hybrid and/or remote learning in Stage 3 (in-class & remote learning) or Stage 4 (remote learning with exceptions), or if a student must self-isolate, the Learning Resource Teacher will communicate with parents in order to set up an at home learning environment that is supportive and equitable for the student. 
We will provide the necessary supports as outlined in each child's individualized education plan, annual instruction plan, or student learning plan. Student plans will be written to reflect the possibility of a change in phase (e.g. a variety of resources that may be used, different on-line learning tools, and/or alternate methods of gathering data and assessments). Plans will be adjusted as needed after family consultation.
If moving to Stage 5 (remote learning for all) were to become necessary, a package of physical learning materials would be provided to each family to support home learning (e.g. manipulative's, books, school supplies, and/or learning tools). The learning support teacher and the classroom teacher would set up family Zoom meetings to check-in and help provide troubleshooting assistance. In addition, assignments and resources will be posted digitally through the school-designated on-line learning platform.
 
	6a: This is a factor for One (1) CISPG school - Veritas in Terrace is the only school with federally funded Aboriginal students.  From their school plan the following exists:

Throughout April, May and June of 2020, Veritas School had consistent, regular, and effective engagement with Indigenous families.  Communication was via email, Zoom, face to face conversations, FreshGrade, and over the phone.
- Since the beginning of August, Veritas School has continued to have consistent communication with the same families.  Options of learning for September has been discussed, with considerations made for the family’s needs.  Communication in August, to date, has been via email and phone conversations.
	5a_choice: Yes
	6a_choice: Yes
	6b: For Veritas only

The concerns and requests discussed during contact described in Section 6a have been incorporated into the plan.  Specifically, the intent to provide comprehensive home packages that follow the classroom learning for our First Nations families who choose to keep their “bubble” limited to their immediate family and not return to the physical school building
	6b_choice: Yes
	6c: For Veritas only

The concerns and requests discussed during contact described in Section 6a have been incorporated into the plan.  Specifically, the intent to provide comprehensive home packages that follow the classroom learning for our First Nations families who choose to keep their “bubble” limited to their immediate family and not return to the physical school building
	6c_choice: Yes
	7a: 
	7a_choice: N/A
	8a: The restart school in June of 2020 was widely shared with parents, guardians and caregivers.  Feedback was received and considered throughout June and impacted the development of this plan in stage 2 for the September 2020 restart.  
Schools did satisfaction surveys of the families who sent their students to school for ESW care and the June return.  These results were used to consider procedures and planning for the 2020-2021 school beginning in September.

All school administrators are open to being flexible, listening to parents, staff and students to improve the current plans as necessary to ensure comfort, safety and the general school community.

Limited entry to the school buildings will be in place to avoid unnecessary contacts and interactions.  
	8a_choice: Yes
	9a: Parents/guardians/care givers are encouraged to use private vehicles to transport their own children to and from schools. Carpooling between families will be discouraged.

Designated drop of and pick up areas will be made obvious by signage and communicated to parents; staggered arrival times will be used where possible to avoid parking lot congestion.

Many of the CISPG schools are in residential areas and students live close enough to walk to/from the schools.  Parents decide if their students are escorted or if they can independently walk to/from school.

Very few students utilize the Public bus system in our 8 Schools, it will be the responsibility of the parent to ensure all public transit expectations are met by their student when using the BC Transit system to get their student to/from school.

Section 2-C (page5) contains the details for schools that provide busing or partner with local public school districts to provide transportation to/from the 3 schools that offer busing transportation.

	9a_choice: No


