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Inspire. Inquire. Invite.                    Issue #8 

 

CISPG LEARNING 
Catholic Independent Schools Diocese of Prince George 

 
“ALL learners thriving in inspired Catholic Learning Communities” 

 
 

Hello everyone! 
 

As we enter the summit of the liturgical year, may we take some time to 
reflect on our many blessings and look forward with joy and hope. I hope 
that you enjoy this beautiful rendition of “Here I am Lord” by Father Rob 
Galea and Ivan Diaz: https://youtu.be/t5VUwLsd9jI 
All the very best!  

Frances Roch, Principal of Learning Services 
We respectfully acknowledge the unceded ancestral lands of the 
Indigenous nations in which we live, work and play.  The Lheidli 
T’enneh Nation in Prince George. The Tsimshian Nation in Prince 
Rupert. The Haisla Nation in Kitimat. The Wet’suwe’ten in 
Smithers. The Treaty 8 First Nations of Alberta in Dawson Creek. 
 

 
  
    
  
   
    
   
  
 
  
   
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reminders … 
 

 
 

Reminder of our final session with 
Katie White on Thursday April 13 
from 3:05-5:05 pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zoom Link: 
https://solutiontree.zoom.us/j/96309
156488 
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RESOURCES 
All resources mentioned in this newsletter have been collected from school districts and educators across the province. 
Please be advised that the links embedded within this document are meant to provide examples of “strong practice” 
across BC. They are not meant to overwhelm, but rather to support CISPG educators with a repository of rich resources. 
I am grateful to school districts and educators across BC who so generously share their learning with us.  
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 
 

• Melodie Van Der Meer, CISPG Christian Education Consultant, continually updates her PADLET - a “growing 
place” for Christian Education resources throughout the year: 
https://padlet.com/melodievandermeer/cug8dsv8m0alnyu0  

 

• Shared by Rose Pillay @RosePillay1 - The Holy Mass | Sophia Institute for Teachers 
https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/shop/product/the-holy-mass#.ZCH7-4zfZaU.twitter 

 

• A Pocket Guide to the Stations of the Cross | Sophia Institute for Teachers 
https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/shop/product/a-pocket-guide-to-the-stations-of-the-
cross#.ZCH7iqzxjks.twitter 

LITERACY 

 
 

• Shared by POPEY - Registration is now open for POPEY’s April 21st virtual event with Shifting the Balance authors 
Dr. Jan Burkins and Kari Yates. This full-day session is called Shifting the Balance: Six Ways to Bring Reading 
Science Alive for Beginning or Struggling Readers. For more details and to register, please visit POPEY’s 
EventBrite page: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/popeys-2023-virtual-conference-shifting-the-balance-tickets-

536308632557 
 

Ticket sales close on April 14th so 
please register now if you’d like to 
join us for this exciting day of 
learning. 

Presenter Handouts are 
available here: 
https://thesixshifts.com/downloads/ 
 

Jan and Kari strongly suggest you 
have a copy of their book Shifting 
the Balance on hand for this event, 
as they will guide us through it 
during their presentation. Please 
register soon to secure your tickets.  
 

We hope you can join us! 
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• From Shannon McClintock Miller @shannonmmiller - 9 LIVE 
author read-alouds in April from our friends at @storyvoicelive. 

I can't wait to hear @stacymcanulty, @JoannaHoWrites Brian 
Selznick, Tom Watson and more. https://buff.ly/3TMMbFD 

 

• Shared by Science World Teacher Resources 
@ScienceWorldTR - We love to hear of a story exploring the 
#science of echolocation! Explore the not-scary dark in Dan 
Riskin & Rachel Quigi's "Fiona the Fruit Bat" with young readers, 
then look into #Bats as #pollinators with our #ScienceWorldca 
resource activity https://scienceworld.ca/resource/pollinator-
syndromes/ 

 

• Shared by Rose Pillay @RosePillay1 - FREE (as recommended 
by the Langley School District): CORE Learning free K-12 
webinars on a wide range of literacy subjects. 
https://www.corelearn.com/resource-posts/ 

 
 
 

 NUMERACY 
 

 

• Shared by Parvathi Sivaraman @Sivaraman_4th - Teaching students how to 
think instead of giving them a set of procedures to arrive at an answer. 
This is the most needed skill for tomorrow's leaders. Thank you 
@pgliljedahl for your important work!  
https://www.edutopia.org/article/thinking-classroom-peter-liljedahl-math 

 

• The 
Thinking 
Classroom: An Interview with Peter Liljedahl 
via @cultofpedagogy 
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/thinking-
classroom/ 
 

• Shared by Dan Finkel @MathforLove - Just 
added a few slides to the absolutely incredible 
Math Magic Trick lesson plan in our free lesson 
library. https://mathforlove.com/lesson/math-
magic-trick/  
 

 
• Rubicon Publishing is offering a series of webinars on MathUp. Created by Marian Small, MathUP Classroom is “a 

comprehensive, online, K–8 instructional solution that addresses all outcomes and learning standards in the WNCP 
and British Columbia mathematics curricula, while recognizing that supporting teachers is the key to helping 
students”. All Webinars are FREE! To register, sign up here:  
https://www.rubiconpublishing.com/events/?mc_cid=361123184f&mc_eid=0804bf41a6#mathupBC 

 

o Thursday, April 13, 2023 - 4-5 pm ET: MathUp Classroom, Advanced User Webinar 
o Tuesday, April 25, 2023 – 5-6 pm ET: MathUp Classroom (National Edition) Webinar 
o Wednesday, May 3, 2023 – 5-6 pm ET: MathUp Classroom, Q&A Webinar 
o Tuesday, May 9, 2023 – 4-5 pm ET: MathUp Classroom Kindergarten Edition Webinar 
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• Rubicon is also offering FREE 30-day trials. For more information, check here: 
https://www.mathup.ca/www/free-trials.html 

 EXPLORATIONS  
 

 

• Shared by Gillian Judson @perfinker - Register 
today for the (free!) Spring Outdoor Learning 
Virtual Workshops! Tuesdays at 4pm PDT/7 EDT 
https://outdoorlearningstore.com/workshops. 
Can't make it?  Access the recording!  
 

 

Tuesday, April 11th - 4:00 PM Pacific (60 mins) 
With Jacob Parliament from @GreenLearning 

Resources for Earth Month - Sign up for FREE 
now: 
https://outdoorlearningstore.com/workshops/  

 

• Also shared by Gillian Judson @perfinker - The 
Spring TIPS (Teaching Imagination in Place) 
has begun and #imaginED DONATED to the 
@CBEENetwork Educational Endowment Fund 
& to @EnviroYA to celebrate this event! To all 
800+ participants who signed up for Spring 
TIPS -- ENJOY! Sign up here: 
https://outdoorlearningstore.com/springtips/ 

 

• Check out Gillian Judson’s amazing website for many more tips on A Walking Curriculum: Supporting Learning 
Through Focused Walking (K-12) - The original TEXTURE WALK from #walkingcurriculum is available here: 
https://educationthatinspires.ca/2016/01/25/a-walking-curriculum-supporting-learning-through-focused-walking-
k-12/ 

 

• From Let’s Talk Science @LetsTalkScience - Tomatosphere contest is HERE! Educators, submit your tomato seed 
results for a chance to win awesome prizes, including a Lomi composter, a Sucseed Educator Kit, and more! Don't 
miss out on this out-of-this-world opportunity! bit.ly/3Jltzcc 
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• Shared by Live It Earth @LiveItearth - Don’t forget to share this with your fellow #BCTeachers! DM us your name, 
school and email address and we’ll send you the access code. Thank you @FocusedED for helping us make our 
Live It Earth Library available to BC teachers and students.  

 

• From Canadian Geographic Education @CanGeoEdu - The Cross-Canada Virtual Road 
Trip has made its first stop and we're running a contest for all participating classrooms! 
Interested in winning a cash prize for your class that can be put towards celebrating your 
connection with nature? Learn more here: https://bit.ly/3KQp6Nf 

 

• NEW! Scholastic Magazine SuperSTEM puts the power of discovery in the hands of grade 3-6 students! 
Encourage students to deepen their STEM knowledge and bring science and math concepts to life. Explore an 
issue: https://schol.ca/x/SuperSTEM Email: kzandboer@scholastic.ca for a free demo AND a free trial! 

PHE/SEL 
 

• From Calgary Regional PD @crconsortium - 
tips on how to teach PE & Wellness in an 
engaging, efficient, and inclusive way. This FREE 
1-hour webinar features Jenn Mireau & Adam 
Pratt from @EverActiveAB Sign up @ 
https://crcpd.ab.ca/program/10700 
 

• From Healthy Schools BC – An Educator’s 
Toolkit for Exploring Canada’s Food Guide: 
Lesson Plans and Activities for Teaching 
https://healthyschoolsbc.ca/teach-food-
first/lesson-plans/ 
 

• As well, check out Hands on Food 
https://handsonfood.ca/  
Hands On Food is a food literacy curriculum for 

elementary school teachers with recipes and lessons that focus on local food and a sustainable food system. The 
lessons can be used to teach students about how to grow and cook food, and how to minimize waste. 
• Food-based learning is a hands-on way to teach the BC curriculum including science, math, and more. Dig into 

the lessons and your students will be able to get their hands on food! 
• These cross-curricular lessons are targeted to Grades 4-7 but can be easily adapted for any grade (Kindergarten 

through Grade 12): https://handsonfood.ca/ 
 

REGISTER for PHE BC Learning Series #2: Making 
Sense of and Using the Proficiency Scale 
o In this second webinar of the 3-part learning series, 
we will look at how to use the BC proficiency scale to 
make informed instructional decisions and to support 
student learning. We will also explore some common 
challenges with its use and when/how it should and 
should not be used. This webinar runs from 7-8 pm and 
will not be recorded. 
o To register: https://pheinbc.com/virtual-learning-
events/ 
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INDIGENOUS EDUCATION 
 
 

• From Carolyn Roberts @mcarolynroberts - Online workshops for 
educators in April! Come and check out what we have to offer! 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3-part-series-indigenous-education-
creating-a-culture-of-safety-tickets-555442011007 or 
https://www.carolynroberts.net/ 

 

All sessions are Wednesdays from 3:30-5:00 PM on zoom 
April 12- Day 1: Education systems and the history of colonization  
April 19- Day 2: Locating Self and Privilege 
April 26 - Day 3: Anti-Racism – creating a culture of safety  
 

• Also from Carolyn Roberts @mcarolynroberts - My blog post about 
assessment has been published in the Canadian Assessment for 
learning network newsletter and will be published with the BCPVPA 
magazine. Check it out! How Can You Decolonize a Lesson? https://www.carolynroberts.net/single-post/how-
can-you-decolonize-a-lesson 

• Shared by Live It Earth @LiveItearth - Leona Prince, Director of Instruction - Indigenous Learning 
@Leona_Prince1speaks to her role and how she strives to help improve the education & lives of learners through 

Truth and Reconciliation and the Calls to Action. Listen here: 
https://bit.ly/3zjEq0B.  
 

• A reminder to check the Indigenous resources from FNESC: 
o Authentic Resource Database K-9 https://resources.fnesc.ca/ 
o FNESC First People Principles of Learning https://www.fnesc.ca/first-
peoples-principles-of-learning/ 
o Math First Peoples https://www.fnesc.ca/math-first-peoples/  
o Science First Peoples https://www.fnesc.ca/sciencetrg/ 

ASSESSMENT/INSTRUCTION  
 
 

• Shared 
by EL 

Magazine @ELmagazine - The structure and setup 
of a classroom can immediately communicate to 
students whether their voices will matter in the way 
knowledge is shared and developed, says 
@ShaneSafir 

 

Cultivating a Pedagogy of Student Voice -  
https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/cultivating-a-
pedagogy-of-student-voice 

 

• Shared by Rose Pillay @RosePillay1 – An Inside Look at Webb’s Depth of Knowledge: 
https://www.edutopia.org/article/how-use-norman-webb-depth-of-knowledge 

 

• From JenniferLynnTeaches @jenniferlmoroz - It’s a Go (w/Jen Moroz) Ep. 1 Erik Francis of Solution Tree breaks 
down exactly what DOK (Depth of Knowledge) is ... https://youtu.be/5Yco_XZZWrE  THIS IS VERY WELL 
DONE! 
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• Check out Shannon Schinkel’s @DramaQueenBRC blog - https://mygrowthmindset.home.blog Shannon’s main 
focus is to “transform assessment practices so all students thrive” J Also shared on her blog is information 
regarding Webb’s Depth of Knowledge to Build Criteria: https://mygrowthmindset.home.blog/blooms-
taxonomy-depth-of-knowledge-to-build-criteria/ 

 

• From Shannon Schinkel @DramaQueenBRC as well - If you are a teacher and would like to watch our @acbced 
CONVERSATION - How do I assess? here is the link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vj1e9iuvbvn8ggd/ACBC%20April%202023%20-
%20How%20do%20I%20assess.mp4?dl=0 

 

• Shared by Alberta Assessment Consortium @AACinfo - 
April Newsletter https://bit.ly/3KtinL2 In this month's 
newsletter: listing of our newest sessions planned for this 
Spring; Tools for learning leaders; Tools for teachers; 
Standards-Based Grading - list of resources; Executive 
Director's Message. Sign up at https://bit.ly/3MdaUBq 

 
• From Paul Emerich France @paul_emerich - When I 
work with teachers on building learner agency, I start 
here: What is *one small shift* you can make tomorrow to 
get your feet wet with learner agency? It could be as 
simple as changing the way you ask students questions.  
 

• Shared By Rose Pillay @RosePillay1 - FREE 16-page 
PDF download of the Five Ways one-pagers that 
emerged from a recognition of the amazing appetite 
teachers seem to have for teaching ideas expressed 
simply, concisely and in an easily accessed visual format: 

https://headguruteacher.files.wordpress.com/2022/09/five-ways-one-pagers-booklet-1.pdf (print, post and share 
with colleagues!)  

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING  
 
 
 



April 6, 2023               

 

8 

• The Spiral of Inquiry: Beyond the Six Steps From Angela Stott @ajgadd - @barbhamblett and I are looking 
forward to tackling some big questions we have had when doing the deep work of getting super curious about 
what is really going on for our learners. Join us on April 27: Designing for Learning: https://bit.ly/inquirynetwork  

 

• Shared by Tom Schimmer @TomSchimmerPod Episode 100! Features @RonRitchhart discussing how we create 
cultures of thinking in our classrooms!  

o Apple https://apple.co/3lKsLol  
o Spotify 

https://tinyurl.com/cef4rv84   
o YouTube 

https://tinyurl.com/76bt3z5k 
 

• Shared by Rose Pillay @RosePIllay1 - 
#edvent is back! On Tuesday, May 2nd 
dig into the theme of CultivatED with 
guest educators sharing five-minute 
stories of how they cultivate the 
possible in their practice. Tickets and 
info here: 
https://findinganswersinlife.com 
 

 
 


