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CISPG LEARNING 
Catholic Independent Schools Diocese of Prince George 

 
“ALL learners thriving in inspired Catholic Learning Communities” 

 
 

 
 

Wishing you all the very best this Christmas season and many joyful experiences 
throughout the coming year, a year of hope where we celebrate Jubilee 2025:  
“The coming Jubilee will thus be a Holy Year marked by the hope that does not fade, our 
hope in God. May it help us to recover the confident trust that we require, in the Church 
and in society, in our interpersonal relationships, in international relations, and in our task 
of promoting the dignity of all persons and respect for God’s gift of creation.” (Pope 
Francis, Spes Non Confundit 25).  
The jubilee will begin in Rome on the vigil of the Lord’s Nativity on Dec. 24, 2024, with 
the opening of the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica, and in local dioceses on Holy Family 
Sunday on Dec. 29. It will conclude in local dioceses the following Holy Family Sunday on 
Dec. 28, 2025, and in Rome on the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord, Jan. 6, 
2026, with the closing of the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica.” 
 

 

Frances Roch, Principal of Learning Services 
Catholic Independent Schools Diocese of Prince George 
6500 Southridge Avenue, Prince George, BC, V2N 5P9 
T: 250.964.5642   E: froch@cispg.ca    X: @frances_roch 
 

I respectfully acknowledge the unceded ancestral lands of the 
Indigenous nations in which I live, work, and learn: The Lheidli 
T’enneh Nation in Prince George. The Tsimshian Nation in 
Prince Rupert and Terrace. The Haisla Nation in Kitimat. The 
Wet’suwe’ten in Smithers. The Treaty 8 First Nations of 
Alberta in Dawson Creek. 
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RESOURCES 
All resources mentioned in this newsletter have been collected from school districts and educators across the 
province. Please be advised that the links embedded within this document are meant to provide examples of 
“strong practice” across BC. They are not meant to overwhelm, but rather to support CISPG educators with a 
repository of rich resources. I am grateful to school districts and educators across BC who so generously share 
their learning with us.  
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Melodie Van Der Meer, our amazing Christian Education Consultant, can be reached at the following 
email: mvandermeer@cispg.ca. This year's Advent Classroom Prayers can be found 
here:  https://www.canva.com/design/DAGGFIIV4OQ/06surfDUj6WhsqUaGf93Ug/edit?utm_content=DA
GGFIIV4OQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton  
 

Check out Hallow's Advent Guide: https://hallow.com/advent/ 
 

LITERACY 
 

• Shared by 
Teacher2Teacher 
@teacher2teacher - 
@duckworth_ms students 
know that effective writing 
starts with strong 
sentences! Check out her 
sentence structure resource 
here: 
https://tinyurl.com/ysbz7x2f 
 

• From Mme Lockhart 
@MmeLockhartLDSB - 
Inspired by a recent webinar 
with @focusonliteracy and 
her Project on Adolescent 
Literacy team, followed by a 
podcast replay with  
@literacypodcast, I created a 
new #PodcastPairing that 

focuses on #AdolescentLiteracy, and strategies to support struggling readers in the upper grades. 
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/melissa-lori-love-literacy/id1463219123?i=1000678612978, 
https://youtu.be/qZI-uNtf8VQ?si=EzKOFGuGYBTouhpG and https://seekcommonground.org/pal 
 

• From Erin King @ErinCKing - Our primary team sat down today to go through our screener data, look at 
diagnostics, and decide on next steps. We prepared a binder of support documents beginning with this 
decision tree from @ONlit_social. I'm thrilled that UFLI will now be in all classes: https://onlit.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/11/Decision-Tree.pdf 
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• From TCEA @TCEA -Want 
to boost your students' 
comprehension skills? Check 
out these engaging activities for 
outlining and summarizing! 
Help students distill 
information, identify key points, 
and improve their writing skills. 
https://sbee.link/ubqjv8nr3y 
 

• Shared by Melissa & Lori 
Love Literacy Podcast 
@literacypodcast -  
Listen to Tim Rasinski explain 
how repeatedly reading a text 
transfers to another text in our 
latest episode! This link will 
lead you to not one, not two, 
but SIX awesome podcasts 
about fluency with teachers, 
experts, & researchers!  

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/melissa-lori-love-literacy/id1463219123  
 

• Shared by Dr. Catlin Tucker @Catlin_Tucker - Writing—in every subject area—helps 
students capture their thinking, process information, make connections, reflect, & share 
their learning with an audience! Tap to grab my conversation with @KatieNovakUDL 
https://bit.ly/3NVWup5  
 

• Jan and Kari, authors of the Six Shifts 
books, supporting K-5 Literacy Instruction– 
This week, the Resource Spotlight shines on 
our Template for Explicit Vocabulary 
Instruction. This template offers a framework 
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for designing targeted instruction focused on a single high-utility word. It follows a four-step process that is 
brain-friendly and simple to implement with any word you choose. Explicit Vocabulary Template: 
https://thesixshifts.com/downloads/explicit-vocabulary-instruction-
template/?utm_source=convertkit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Resource+Spotlight%3A+Explicit+
Vocabulary+Instruction+Template+-+15912765 

 

• From Sounds & Syllables @SoundSyllable - The Root Repository | #192 | 
tent (hold) A hi-res PDF can be downloaded here: 
https://jwed.co.uk/2021/04/13/rootrepository/ 

 

• From International Dyslexia Association @DyslexiaIDA - Our InfoMap has 
an upgrade! Click on elements of the InfoMap to learn more about each 
area! Check out morphemes, phoneme/graphemes and 
vocabulary/background knowledge first! More content coming soon to 
each area: https://dyslexialibrary.org/structured-literacy-education-
infographic/  

 

• From Team ONlit - Thanks so 
much to Melissa Monette-Smith for 
leading a wonderful webinar last 
week! The recording is now posted 
in the Resource Library: 
https://onlit.org/resource/grade-1-
planning-from-data-to-instruction-
webinar-recording/  
Good news - Melissa is planning a 

second instalment of this webinar in the new year, focusing on using middle-of-year screening to make 
instructional adjustments to ensure her students are on track for reading success.  Stay tuned - registration 
coming soon! Check out the ONlit blog here: https://onlit.org/blog/ 

 

• From EL Magazine @ELmagazine - Looking for concrete ways to support multilingual learners' literacy 
skills? Here are three ready-to-use templates that promote student engagement and academic discourse: 
https://ascd.org/blogs/3-ready-to-use-strategies-for-literacy-
support?utm_campaign=ASCD_Social_Blog&utm_content=318211241&utm_medium=social&utm_source=t
witter&hss_channel=tw-762747229882974210 
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NUMERACY 
  

• From TCEA @TCEA - Dive into 10 free #math apps with 
fun, interactive visual models and open-ended 
manipulatives! Perfect for sparking engagement in your 
classroom. https://sbee.link/rvg6maefcx  
 

• From Greg Tang @gregtangmath - We have digital and 
printed game boards that encourage practice, practice, 
and more practice. Join the fun! 
http://TangMath.com/newyears 
 

Another great activity is our K-6 
progression of puzzle-y 
pictarithms. Great for 
encouraging reasoning while 
developing great computation 
and problem-solving skills! http://TangMath.com/puzzles 

 

• From ASCD @ASCD - Teach students to think like 
STEM pros—solving real problems & collaborating for 
impact. Learn more: https://hubs.li/Q02-lqVp0 

 

• From Box Cars and One-Eyed Jacks 
boxcarsandoneeyedjacks.com- We have more than 150 
games on our YouTube Channel, go take a 
look! https://www.youtube.com/@BoxcarsEducation 

 
 

EXPLORATIONS  
 

• From TCEA @TCEA - Get ready for the holidays with these amazing websites! Packed with fun activities and 
lessons to keep your students learning through the season. 
Start exploring these holiday websites today (or in the New 
Year)! https://blog.tcea.org/holiday-websites/ 

 

• Shared by TCEA @TCEA – Want to make your music lessons 
unforgettable? These 15 free online activities will engage 
your students and make learning music fun!Start using these 
activities today! https://sbee.link/nw3g9tx8c4 

 

• And, speaking of music, please enjoy the following from 
Sandra Boynton @SandyBoynton – “Right around Christmas in 2020, I offered this lyric video, titled "SO 
COLD FOR SO LONG (Bethlehem Lullaby)". This was a remote collaboration from four separate homes: my 
daughter Darcy recorded the vocal, my music collaborator and friend Michael Ford wrote and performed the 
arrangement and assembled and balanced the track, and my son Keith sent me wintery photographs to 
choose from. This recording—and the profound experience of creating light together in a dark time—turned 
out to be the start of my Christmas album "Cows and Holly". A long journey, so vivid, so difficult, so 
rewarding”: https://youtu.be/IAkiPdFoIsc?si=nYIt3MrVjJPiqr_B 

 



December 19, 2024               

 
 
 

6 

PHE/SEL 
 

• From TCEA @TCEA - Want to get your students 
reflecting and talking? Try these dicebreakers and 
debrief activity templates for some classroom fun! 
https://sbee.link/avt9gfmjew 
 

• From Kim Schonert-Reichl @kimschon – Check 
out CASEL's latest blog featuring 5 of our SEL 
Journal articles! https://casel.org/blog/5-must-read-
articles-from-the-sel-journal/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shared by Rose Pillay @RosePillay1 via ASCD - 124 
articles on playful learning concluded that “playful 
experiences lead to deeper learning when they are 
joyful, actively engaging, meaningful, iterative, and 
socially interactive” (Parker & Thomsen, 2019). From 
ascd.org 
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INDIGENOUS EDUCATION 
 

• Shared by Carolyn Roberts @mcarolynroberts - I was so privileged to talk 
with so many amazing Indigenous educators across BC to hear about their 
work and how they support Indigenous education. Have a listen to this 6-
part series, it is so GOOD! https://www.carolynroberts.net/walking-in-
relation-podcast 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The #ColdMoon is a time to be 
thankful—for the gifts of the land, 
the teachings of our ancestors, 
and the opportunities to practice 
culture. It’s a time to celebrate our 
successes but also to embrace rest, recognizing that, like nature, life is cyclical.  
Artist: Hawlii Pichette 
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• From Lee Ann Jung @leeannjung – Building Leaders: We must find time for classroom teachers and special 
educators to collaborate on planning instruction. This is the only way we can implement universal design. 
This investment pays off significantly for every student. 

 

ASSESSMENT/INSTRUCTION 
 

• Shared by Alice Keeler @alicekeeler Book Creator Team @BookCreatorApp – Did you know? In 
@bookcreatorappstudents can add their own voice recordings to their books! This is a fantastic way to 
support struggling readers and writers, or to add an extra layer of creativity to their projects. Discuss: 
http://tinyurl.com/edusky  

 

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
 

• For those of you who are interested, the session 1 and 2 recordings are now available on the series 
webpage: https://elvlc.educ.ubc.ca/2024/10/15/engaging-all-learners-in-the-middle-years-2025/ 
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Thank you (in order) to St. Anthony’s (Row 1), Annunciation (Rows 2 & 3), St. Joseph’s and St. Mary’s (Row 4) J 


